
Homily for 29th Sunday of year 2022 

In 1999, Mitch Albom, a veteran sports journalist representing the Detroit Free Press, wrote a best-selling work of non-

fiction, “Tuesdays with Morrie”. For over a twenty week period it was the number one selling book in America. 

 How the author came to write the story is worth noting.  

Late one evening Mr. Albom was watching Ted Koppel’s “Nightline” on the ABC network. Appearing on his show that 

evening was a Professor of Sociology at Brandeis University, Morrie Shwartz He was afflicted with A.L.S., a deadly 

neurological disease. It is also known as Lou Gehrig disease, named after the popular baseball player who died of the 

disease in the late 1930’s. During the course of the interview Professor Schwartz discussed his final journey. 

Eighteen years earlier, Albom had been a student of the professor. After seeing the show He was determined to re-

establish ties with his former teacher. Eventually they became fast friends and enjoyed a series of weekly meetings on 

successive Tuesdays until the professor finally succumbed to the disease. Their conversations covered a variety of 

subjects, including death, love, family and relationships. Religious faith was not one of them. By his own admission 

Professor Shwartz was not a religious man. 

But shortly before his death, Morries Shwartz begged a favor from his former student. He asked for his prayers. Caught 

by surprise, Albom said, “But you are not a man of faith. Why are you asking me for prayers now?” His teacher replied, 

“Because at this stage of my life, I can’t be certain that God does not exist. I am now open to the possibility that there is 

a deity and that there is life after death.” 

How mysterious are the ways of God. The grace of God is a gift freely bestowed. 

The third Evangelist Saint Luke lays great stress on prayer. In the gospel we find Our Lord praying in the key moments of 

his earthly life. Jesus prayed on the Mount of the Transfiguration, in the Garden of Gethsemane, and in his hometown 

synagogue of Nazareth and while dying on the cross. 

Jesus set a wonderful example for his disciples. Sometimes, he prayed all night! 

In the Parable of the Unjust Judge (Lk !8:1-8), Jesus assures his listeners that prayer is never in vain and that we must 

never lose heart. Perseverance in prayer will always be rewarded. 

Perseverance is not high on our list of cultural values. Generally, we are an impatient people, often expecting immediate 

results. The persistence of the aggrieved woman in today’s parable is singled out for praise.  

The life of prayer is one of seeking, asking, knocking and, above all, waiting. 

One of the great poets of the nineteenth century, Alfred Lloyd Tennyson, is best remembered for his epic poem, “Morte 

D’Arthur”. The final scene describes Arthur the King saying goodbye to his trustworthy servant and long time friend. His 

words are about prayer: 

“And you that look upon my face pray for my soul. For more things are wrought by prayer than the world dreams of.” 

Once, an elderly pastor of a black church and a long-time civil rights activist was asked to give a one sentence 

interpretation of the Parable of the Unjust Judge. He replied,  

“Unless you have stood for years knocking on a locked door, your knuckles bleeding, you do not know what prayer is.” 

Brothers and sisters we pray because we are believers, a community of faith. Prayer is indispensable for all of us.  

Let us make the time to pray daily. Our prayers will not be in vain. 


